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Introduction  

 

 
   Crop circles have been around for a long time, perhaps for a very long 

time.   The first serious modern day study of them began in England less 

than 30 years ago and is still in its infancy.    

 

    When they were first studied there were two common beliefs.   People 

either believed that all crop circles were man made or that none of them 

were.  Unfortunately, the researchers had hardly begun before they were 

plagued by the hoaxers Doug Bower and Dave Chorley.   

 

    Doug and Dave offered only their word and a few crudely constructed 

circles as evidence to claim that they had made all the circles.  The media 

didnôt challenge the claim.  In fact they naively published every word of it.  

They had a powerful story about ñthe men who conned the worldò.  When it 

turned out that Doug and Dave were hoaxers and couldnôt possibly have 

created more than a few circles, the media went limp and didnôt bother to 

correct their previous, outrageous reports. 

 

   For awhile the view that ñall circles are hoaxedò prevailed.   But gradually 

the evidence forced many to change their views to a ñmix of authentic and 

hoaxedò.   The prevailing question became, ñhow do you tell them apartò?   

Some are incontrovertibly authentic and some are so obviously fake that 

even a journalist can figure it out. 

  

   However, therein lays a great controversy which exists to this day.  There 

were 800 crop circles discovered in 2006 alone.   Are these 80% hoaxed or 

are they 80% authentic?  Or is there some other percentage in between?  The 

bigger question is, ñHow do you knowò?    

 

 

Historical  

 
   Crop circles have been around for a long timeðat least several hundred 

years.   They may have been around much longer than that.   One of the 

earliest references may turn out to be from Lyon, France in 815 A.D.
 1
  

where they were claimed as the work of the Devil.  Note: the red 

superscripted numbers refer to the references at the end of the text. 
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  The first recorded instance of the formation of a crop circle is given in an 

English woodcut pamphlet
2
.   See Figure 1.  

 

 
 

Figure 1. Mowing Devil 

 
   This pamphlet was titled ñThe Mowing-Devil: or, Strange News out of 

Hartford-Shire.ò  Here in the illustration, the devil, complete with horns and 

tail can be seen creating the crop circle.  This pamphlet was published in 

1678. 

 

Early Crop Circles 

 
   According to the farmers of southern England, crop circles have existed in 

their fields for generations.  No one knew how or when they were created, 

they just appeared every summer.  Sometimes they were laughingly called 

UFO nests, but usually they were just ignored as something that happens in 

the fields in summer. 

 

   The early crop circles were often only a single circle or a small group of 

circles.  They appeared in cereal grain crops such as wheat, oats, barley, and 
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rye. The fields where they appeared had tram lines the width of tractor 

wheels.   One could easily walk in those lines without leaving foot prints. 

 

   According to the stories, they were made in the four to five hours of total 

darkness which is typical of southern England summers.    Since no one saw 

them being made it is open to speculation as to how and when they were 

made.    One characteristic of these circles is that, the grain inside the circle 

was bent at 90 degrees without breaking the stalks.  

 

   While it seems that most of the crop circles were discovered in southern 

England, they were actually a worldwide event.  Some were discovered in 

the United States, Germany, and France as well as other countries. 

Apparently no one had made any serious study of them since the late 1800s
3
.  

 

 

    Crop Circle Research 
 

 

  The crop circle phenomenon as we know it did not begin in earnest until 

the 1970s
4
.  It took another 10 years before it attracted its first serious 

researcher, Dr. Terence Meaden
5
. 

 

   Dr. Meaden was a qualified meteorologist and the head of the Tornado and 

Storm Research Organization in Great Britain.  He was joined in his research 

by Pat Delgado, a retired electro-mechanical engineer; Colin Andrews, an 

electrical engineer; and Busty Taylor, a light aircraft pilot. 

 

   Dr. Meaden put forth the hypothesis that crop circles were formed by what 

he called a ñplasma vortexò which is an electrically charged spinning 

column of air.  Dr. Meaden was widely respected and his explanation was 

acceptedðfor a while. 

 

   However, one had to strain quite a bit to accept this hypothesis because 

whirlwinds tended to make messy looking areas but the crop circles had 

cookie cutter precision walls.  Further, Delgado and Andrews kept 

compounding the problem with the hypothesis by finding groups of circles.  

Some of the crops in the circles swirled one way and some the other.  For 

this hypothesis to work one would now need to have several whirlwinds of 

different sizes and swirling in different directions, all very precisely 

controlled.  
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   Dr. Meadenôs continued to modify his hypothesis but it was becoming 

increasingly difficult to fit to the facts.  But, if not whirlwinds, then what 

was making the crop circles.  The media in its usual silliness adopted the 

theory of little green men
5
. 

 

   Normally sensible people put forth nonsensical ideas.  Some of their ideas 

were: drunks with string, wild young farmers, disillusioned art students, out-

of-work journalists, disinformation people from the military, over-

application of fertilizer, interference from mobile phones, flocks of 

geometrically gifted crows or perhaps sex-mad hedgehogs
5
. 

 

   Some even suggested a hot air balloon which could hover over the crop so 

the perpetrators could do their work without leaving any tracks.  But after all 

the wild ideas were considered, we were no closer to an answer. 

 

    Uncommon characteristics demanded more than silly explanations.  A 

close examination of the downed crops revealed some most unusual 

characteristics.  Inside the circles the plant stems were not broken, but were 

bent at nearly a right angle just below the first node or joint of the plant 

stem.  Even the canola plants whose stems are as brittle as celery were not 

broken, but looked rather steamed in place
5
. 

 

   These plants did not die as the broken and crushed plants in hoaxed circles 

did.  (We will discuss hoaxed circles in detail in a later section.)  The plants 

continued to grow and grew with an even greater vigor
6
.   

 

   The numbers of crop circles continued to proliferate.  In 1990 in Wilshire 

alone there were 500 circles and in southern England there was a 

breathtaking 800
5
.  They kept on coming in ever increasing complexity and 

numbers.  They seemed to cluster around sacred sites such as Stonehenge, 

Avebury, Silbury Hill and others
6
. 

 

   Note that at that time every circle was counted so it is actually unknown 

how many formations there were.  Certainly many fewer than these 

numbers. 

 

   Then as if to completely kill the whirlwind hypothesis, pictograms began 

to appear in the fields.  Pictograms are circles which are connected with 

lines and sometimes have semicircles above and/or below the circles.  Some 
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contained appendages resembling keys.  They continued in number and 

complexity and size.    

 

     Two schools of thought developed on the origin of the crop circles.  One 

said they were made by a higher intelligence, the other said they were all 

man made hoaxes.  Undeterred, the crop circle researchers continued 

gathering data and marveling at the beauty and magnificence of the 

creations. 

 

Doug and Dave 
ñThe Men who Conned the Worldò 

 

   Then with the surprise of a wild bull at a garden party and the finesse of a 

freight train crashing through a glass factory, Doug and Dave burst on the 

scene. 

 

   Doug Bower and Dave Chorley were two painters who were also drinking 

buddies.  One night in 1978 after a drinking bout, they decided they would 

have a little fun.   They made some crop circles or as they called them ñUFO 

nestsò. 

 

    They continued making a number of crop circles for the next 13 years.       

At that time they decided to go public with their circle making.  The 

reason(s) why they came out remain murky to this day.  Was it for fame and 

fortune or, at 62 and 67 were they just getting too old to stay up until the 

wee hours of the morning?  

 

    Others believe they were pawns of the British Government.  They believe 

this was the governmentôs way to ridicule any one who was doing  crop 

circle research and at the same time take it out of the public eye.  (This 

would be somewhat like what President Truman did to the UFO believers in 

1947
7
.) 

 

    So for whatever the reason, in September 1991 the British newspaper 

Today   proclaimed that Doug and Dave had made all the circles since 1978!   

Today proclaimed them THE MEN WHO CONNED THE WORLD. 

 

 Doug and Dave claimed to have made the circles with a board and a rope.  

They said they constructed the round circles using a piece of string and made 

the lines straight using a piece of wire dangling from Dougôs baseball cap.  

They made a crude demonstration circle as their proof to the media!? 
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  The media loved it.  With all the joy of a child accepting candy on 

Halloween, the media accepted everything these two claimed. Without 

bothering to check the facts, without engaging their brains as to whether 

these two could have actually made the hundreds of often complex circles, 

the media ran with the story.  Both television and newspapers ran the story 

worldwide.  

 

    In the United States Peter Jennings gave the story to his millions of ABC 

TV viewers without a word as to its complete lack of any evidence and its 

total implausibility.  (Yes, this is the same Peter Jennings who in 2005 did 

the dreadful disinformation special, ñUFOs: Seeing is Believingò
8
.) 

 

   The crop circle researchers were devastated.  Some were so discouraged 

that they left the field.   However, Colin Andrews confronted these wretches 

with pictorial evidence that 298 crop circles had been made from 1972 to 

1980
4
.  Had they made them?  Well, no. 

 ` 

    Had they ever been active around the Avebury area?  No, they had never 

been there.  Avebury had been the most active crop circle area since 1988. 

 

  When confronted with some of the more complex circle patterns Doug                    

and Dave were not even able to draw them on paper.  It was clear they had 

no understanding of the math involved. 

 

  How did they construct the straight lines?  Did they not realize that the wire 

dangling from the bill of Dougôs cap would not of its self let them sight a 

straight line without a second sight?  How had they been able to 

continuously swirl the grain from center to circumference.  This could 

certainly not be done with only a board and a piece of rope. 

 

   Finally, how had they consistently avoided detection by farmers, campers, 

researchers, guard dogs, night cameras, inferred detectors and alarm 

systems
5
?  They still had no answers. 

 

    The real con was from the media!   The media completely ignored this 

sorry confession and refused to tell their readers and listeners how they had 

reported complete nonsense to them as if it were the truth?    If  fact, none of 

this ever reached the public.  To this day I have personally had people point 

out to me how crop circles are created by stomping the grain with a board.  

The con lives on. 
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Copy Cats 

 
     After Doug and Daveôs retirement from the scene in 1991, crop circles 

continued!  In fact, the number and complexity of designs continued to grow 

to the extent that one wondered what if anything Doug and Dave had been 

contributing.  Whatever circles they may have been creating were never 

missed. 

 

   However, now there were other problem people.  There had always been 

people who claimed that all crop circles were hoaxed.  They now came out 

in earnest.  Some sought to show how the circles were faked. 

 

   The Wessex Skeptics wanting to protect their established scientific view 

that everything can be explained in terms of orthodoxy, decided to make a 

circle one night.  They had hardly begun when they were caught red-handed 

at Cheesefoot Head by crop watchers
9
.   

 

   Not having previously obtained the farmers permission, they could have 

been charged with trespassing and destruction of property among other 

things.   An anonymous donation to the farmer kept them out of trouble, but  

they learned quickly that hoaxing was not so easy in the middle of the night, 

and on someone elseôs property. 

 

    If Doug and Dave were not making the circles, who was?  It turns out that 

there was no shortage of groups who claimed to have taken up the work.  In 

fact just as Doug and Dave did, many also claimed to have made them all. 

 

    For various reasons they didnôt want to claim which specific formations 

each had made or let anyone observe them being created.  Some of their 

reasons were: they were secret artists, or they didnôt want to be arrested for 

trespassing, or they didnôt want to be sued for criminal damage to crops, etc. 

but you get the idea. 

 

    Let us examine one of their claims.  Across from Stonehenge one Sunday 

afternoon in 1996 in broad daylight a formation of 151 circles appeared.  

The formation measured 915 feet from top to tail. This famous formation has 

been given a special name, the ñJulia Setò.  

 

   We know from witnesses that it appeared in a 45 minute window from the 

last time that someone saw the field without it and the time it was 

discovered
4
.  So, how did they fake this in broad daylight?  You be the 



 11 

judge.  It took a team of eleven surveyors five hours just to measure the 

design!!
 10

.  We will look at some more of their claims in the next section.
 

 

   It would be nice if we could now simply dismiss the copy cats and move 

on with the research.  But the pesky little rascals will not go away.  In fact, 

they have continually improved their fakes and now often  look similar to 

the authentic circles.  We will address that in the following sections. 

 

  

Authentic Circles 

 
   After Doug and Dave there has been continuous disagreement as to the 

authenticity of many of the circles.  Were they hoaxed for fun?  Were they 

hoaxed by the British government or the media to use as a ñgotchaò?  Both 

did that at times.   The real question is ñWhich ones are authenticò?   And 

how do you know?  We will use this section to address those which we 

know to be authentic. 

 

Eyewitnesses 

 

   There have been more than 50 eyewitnesses to crop circle formations.  

Only one of those has been in the United States.  We will use that one as our 

first example. 

  

   On the morning of July 4, 2003 Mr. Art Rantala was having his first cup of 

coffee and watching a weather front move into the area
11

.  At about 7:40 

A.M. with the rain falling and the wind beginning to pick up he noticed a 

group of trees across the street started swinging every which-way.  Then he 

saw the crop circles begin to form in the wheat across the street. 

 

   The circles formed one at a time, the right one first, then the left one and 

finally the one in the middle. They appeared as ñblack-holesò when they 

formed. All of the circles were made in less than 15 seconds. Whatever it 

was that caused the circles to form, it was beyond the range of visible sight. 

  

    Figure 2 shows the circles that were formed.   In my analysis of this 

formation I noted that it had an ñinscribedò (Points A , B, C) and 

ñcircumscribedò (Points D, E, F) equilateral triangle which is Dr. Hawkins 

Theorem II.  Note, that I only used Dr Hawkins Theorem II.  I made no 

attempt to prove it.  That came later in my metamorphic development and is 

included in the Musical Notes in the Fields Section. 
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Figure 2.  Kekoskee/Mayville 

 
   (On a personal note, this was my first time to work with Mr. Jeff Wilson 

and the rest of the Independent Crop Circle Researchersô Association 

[International].  This also was the first time I tried to apply Dr. Gerald 

Hawkins work to crop circles.)  

 

   One couple in Surrey, England, Vivien and Gary Tomlinson, had the 

disconcerting experience of having a small pictogram appear around them in 

1989.   They were thrown by a strong force into standing crop from a near 

by path.  They described a tall glowing funnel reaching up to the sky and 
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small ñmini-whirlwindsò dancing around their feet, spinning the stems down 

at an incredible speed
4
. 

 
        Nancy Talbott has listed six eyewitness accounts on the BLT Research 

Team. Inc. Site
12

.   Two are from The Netherlands, two from Poland, and 

one each from England and France.  Nancy was an eyewitness to one of 

these and is the only researcher to have seen a crop circle formation created. 

  

   Nancy was visiting Robbert v/d Broeke in The Netherlands in 2001.  At 

about 3:00 A.M. both saw three brilliant white lights, one at a time, as the 

crop circle formation was created.  The lights were 100 feet away in a string  

bean field behind Robbertôs house, yet they lit the inside of his house as if it 

were day
12

. 

 

   Robbert is a very special person and Nancy tries to visit him for three 

weeks each summer
13

.  Robbert has had some communication with  

extraterrestrials who have told him that they create the crop circles.  They 

often inform him when and where the circles will be created. 

 

   Robbert has taken several photos of the extraterrestrials.  They appear on 

film as smoky, ghostly images.  In contrast to the crisp, clear image of the 

little grey in Ryan Woodôs book  MAJIC Eyes Only
14

.   Robbert has thus far 

only been able to convince one of them to appear although there are a 

number of others.  These extraterrestrials sometimes appear on film when 

they canôt be seen with the eye.  

 

  Robbert has published a book about his experiences which has not yet been 

translated into English.  Nancy says that as soon as it is translated she will 

alert us on her web site
12

. 

 

Non Cereal Circles 

 

   A number of circles have appeared in non cereal grain crops.  For example 

circles have been reported in carrots, potatoes, string beans, tobacco,  and 

spinach to name a few.  In general these crops do not have tram lines to hide 

foot prints, but still they might be subjected to the same hoaxing as the 

cereal grain crops, just with more difficulty.  

 

   There are several mediums however, that defy even the most dedicated 

hoaxers.  For example a number circles have been reported in snow and ice. 
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   On the second of February 1993 students at MIT in Boston reported snow 

circles
6
.   They were formed in light snow that covered a very thin layer of 

ice on the Charles River.  The ice would not have supported a small child, 

plus there were no footprints in the snow. 

 

  There have also been a few cases of circles in trees.   At Grand Lake, New 

Brunswick, Canada circa 1966 there appeared two tree circles
6
.  Each was 

about 12 feet in diameter. 

 

   The circles were in pine trees which were about three inches in diameter at 

the base.  The trees were bent at the ground and were laid all the way over 

without breaking.  Oddly, all the trees pointed to the circumferences of the 

circles. 

 

 BLT (Not a sandwich) 

 Expulsion Cavities and Enlarged Nodes 

 

  Letôs get this straight from the beginning.  BLT does not stand for bacon, 

lettuce and tomato.  It stands for Burke, Levengood, and Talbott.  They were 

John Burke, Wm. C. Levengood and Nancy Talbott of the original BLT 

Research Team, Inc
12

. Burke and Levengood have now both left BLT.  Ms. 

Talbott remains the president.  Yes, this is the same Nancy Talbott 

mentioned earlier as a friend and frequent visitor of  Robbert v/d Broeke. 

 

      The BLT Research Team conducts research on the physical changes on 

the crop circle plants.  They conduct a number of tests.  The two most 

important for quick identification in the field are expulsion cavities and 

enlarged nodes. Expulsion cavities and enlarged nodes are found only 

inside the crop circle.   They are not present outside of it. 

 

   Expulsion cavities are holes blown out at the plant stem nodes.  These 

nodes are the fibrous knuckle-like protuberances found along the plant stem.  

The cavities are usually found in the 2
nd

 node beneath the seed-head, but 

may be in the 3
rd
 and 4

th
 nodes.  These cavities could be caused by an 

internal heating similar to that caused by microwaves. 

 

   The plant stem nodes are often both laterally enlarged (ñfatterò) and 

longitudinally enlarged (ñstretchedò).   The node elongation is a permanent 

effect related to the formation energies, and this is the parameter now used 
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to authenticate crop circles.  Again, the expulsion cavities and enlarged 

nodes are found only inside the crop circle and are not present outside of it. 

 

   Dr. Charles Lietzau has taken the node elongation a step further
15

.  Dr 

Lietzau has invented a process he has named L-NEAT which stands for 

Levengood Node Elongation Analysis Test.  This statistically-significant 

node-elongation is the conclusive fingerprint that represents the only 

scientifically definitive litmus test for an authentic crop formation.  The test 

relies upon the Studentôs t Distribution. 

 

   In my statistics book the Studentôs t Distribution is in Chapter 9 on Page 

224
16

.  It has been years since my statistics class so it took me about an hour 

to relearn the Studentôs t Distribution and another hour to apply it to some 

typically expected data.  This will not be for everyone. 

 

   Dr. Eltjo Haselhoff has also contributed to our further understanding of 

node elongation by studying its distribution inside the circle
17

.  Beginning at 

the edge of the circle the node elongation increases to a maximum at the 

center of the circle.  Continuing in a straight line (the circle diameter) the 

nodes decrease as they get nearer the edge of the circle.  

 

Time Constraints and Complexity 

 

  The summer nights in England are short and have only four to five hours of 

complete darkness.  This is when most of the crop circle formations appear.   

The hoaxers typically claim that this is plenty of time. 

 

   However, a few of the most complex and beautiful formations are 

constructed in daylight hours and in fields where occasionally people are 

present.  Typically the people donôt see them being constructed but discover 

them soon afterwards. 

 

   We have already considered the Julia Set.  It was constructed across from 

the popular tourist attraction Stonehenge on a Sunday afternoon in 1996.  

This formation of 151 circles was constructed in broad daylight in a 45 

minute time window.  The formation measured 915 feet from top to tail and 

took a team of eleven surveyors five hours just to measure the design.  
  

.   A few weeks later at Windmill Hill near Avebury ñThe Triple Juliaò 
formation appeared

9
.  It was created in one night with a maximum darkness 

time of five hours. 
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    It contained 194 circles and was essentially three Julias with many of the 

small inner circles replaced by one large circle.  It was 858 feet by 858 feet.  

A surveying company who analyzed the site quoted a minimum of five 

days just to mark the site alone
10

. 

 

 
 

   Finally, the crop circle formation to top them all.  The formation was 

perched atop the downs of Milk Hill near Alton Barnes
4
.  It was the largest 

single diameter and most elaborate glyph ever to have appeared.  It has the 

appearance of the Julia formations except that it is a six-armed design.  It is 

called the Katherine Wheel. 

 

   It had 409 circles and was around 800 feet wide.  The circles ranged in size 

from 70 feet to 4 feet in diameter.  It came during a night of rain, yet was 

found pristine the next morning, without mud splatters or soil disturbance.   

 

   Significantly none of the hoaxer groups stepped forward to claim to have 

made this formation.  With an air of humility, one member of the usual 

human public circle making crews even issued a statement expressing severe 

doubts as to how such a design could be laid down in one night. 

 

 

Probably Authentic Circles 

 
      Many circles are indeed truly authentic.  Many are clearly hoaxed.  It is 

that middle area where there is much disagreement.   Many circles just do 

not fall into a nice positive identification.  However, there are characteristics 

that we expect to find in authentic circles.  Be careful, those characteristics 

by them selves are generally not sufficient to verify a circle as authentic. 

 

   There are no tracks through the crop up to the circle.    Of course, tracks 

may be caused by tourists or others who have been to the crop before you.   

Also in English crops there are tram lines in which the hoaxers can walk and 

often leave no prints. 

 

   There are no signs of interference with the soil or crop where hoaxers  

could have stood to make the formation.   There should also be no pole or 

stake marks that would have been necessary for a hoaxer to lay out the 

formation. 
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   The plants are bent over without breaking or crushing.   Be aware that 

some of the most experienced hoaxers have learned how to do this in all 

crops except canola, maize and soybeans. 

  

   An authentic circle will likely be symmetrical.    If it has a number of arms 

or circles or partial circles they should be in exact relationship to each other.  

The walls of the circles are often so well defined that they have a cookie 

cutter preciseness.   The crop is swirled symmetrically with two or fewer 

swirls to the circle circumference.   Again the hoaxers are making better 

counterfeits, so that none of these characteristics would alone make the 

formation authentic or their absence make it a hoax.    

 

   Magnetic anomalies can be conclusively recorded.   Colin Andrews found 

in his hoaxing study that 54 of the 236 crop circles had magnetic anomalies.    

  

 

Animals, BOLs, and Electronics 

Animals 
 

   There is an entire smorgasbord of events which sometimes occurs before, 

during or after an authentic circle formation.   None of these events of 

themselves are proof of an authentic circle.   Also, their absence is not proof 

of a hoax. 

 

   Farm animals and pets often behave in unusual ways.   Dogs bark 

incessantly and refuse to stop
5
.   Dogs are particularly sensitive to 

ultrasound, as evidenced by their reaction to pre-earthquake conditions.    

When dogs are particularly anxious, they mark their territory.   They will 

find the energy centers of crop circles and treat them as they would a fire 

hydrant. 

 

   Cats also react strangely.   Normal placid cats suddenly become agitated 

when they enter a circle.   And just as soon as they leave the circle they 

regain their composure. 

  

   Cattle and sheep act in a distressed manner prior to the arrival of a circle.   

Sheep will attempt to move as far away as possible from a particular field 

before a formation appears.  Horses refuse to cross the perimeters of crop 

circles, or they become nervous in their vicinity. 
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   Dead animals are rarely found inside crop circles where you might expect, 

for example field mice
4
.   There a few exceptions:  Dogs have been found 

dead in two instances in the USA and in Canada where two dead, flattened 

porcupines were discovered.  Porcupines tend to roll in a ball and stand their 

ground.  However skunks and turtles also stand fast and they have not been 

found in a crop circle. 

 

   Opossums tend to faint if threatened and they have not been found either.  

Perhaps even these critters have some early warning.  Linda Moulton Howe 

did report some flies have been found dead in a formation with their tongues 

stuck to the wheat
19

. 

 

Balls of Light (BOLs) 

 

   Balls of Light (BOLs) are basketball size lights often orange, yellow or 

white in color.  They have been flying around since at least the Second 

World War
7
.   They often flew with American pilots where they were called 

ñFoo Fightersò.  They also flew with  the German and Japanese Air Forces. 

  

   BOLs are often associated with crop circle formations
5,6,17,19

.  They have 

been seen before, during and after the formation of a circle.   There have 

even been implications that they have created the circles.  

 

   They may have a more mundane purpose.   It has been theorized that the 

BOLs are simply information gathering devices for a stand-off UFO.  

  

Electronics 

 

    Often cameras and camcorders may work perfectly well outside a crop 

circle formation and go completely dead inside
4,19

.   This seems to be due to 

a power drain from the batteries.   Occasionally, inexplicably, when they are 

taken outside the circle, the batteries power up and the cameras and 

camcorders work perfectly.   On occasion they never work again.  

 

    Mr. Jeff Wilson, Director of the ICCRA has lost two GPS devices in crop 

circle formations.  In both cases, the GPS screen began to produce a faint 

electrical glow before the electronics were burned out. 

  

    Mobile telephones also lose power but even if power is restored they may 

not function due to apparent interference with their transmission 
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frequencies
4
.  Watches have been known to drastically slow down or gain 

time
4,17

.  

 

   Magnetic compasses sometimes point in the wrong direction or just spin 

wildly.  Crop harvesters have been known to breakdown when crossing a 

circle formation
4
. Mysterious sounds have been heard and recorded in the 

formations
4,6

. 

 

 

The ñ80/20ò Statement 

 

 
Colin Andrews 

 
   Colin Andrews states in his book Crop Circles, Signs of Contact that in 

the 1990s he became aware of a growing number of manmade crop circle 

formations
6
.  In 1999 he began an investigation into hoaxing. 

 

   The project was fully funded by philanthropist Laurence Rockefeller and 

took place during 1999 and 2000.   His research included engaging retired 

police detectives as private investigators; crop circle site inspections; 

collection of physical evidence; extensive aerial photography; recording of 

personal experiences; and gathering information from the media. 

 

   From his research he concluded that approximately 80 percent of all the 

crop circles investigated in England from 1999 through the year 2000 were 

manmade.  On August 9, 2000 he announced his findings live on BBC 

National News in London. 

 

   This announcement changed his life.    Since making that announcement, 

he has received hate mail, threats, red-faced zealots screaming in his face, 

contempt, media ridicule, professional scorn, hatred, and insults.  People 


